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cision healed by the first intention. The
abdomen continues free from pain, and the
patient is in every respect doing well. Or-
dered a generous and nutritious diet with
occasional aperients.
I shall transcribe no further from my case-
book; it will suffice to say that from this
date her improvement was rapid ; in the
course of three weeks the wound was com-
pletely cicatrised ; a week afterwards she
could bear the pressure of a truss ; was soon
capable of resuming all her customary avoca-
tions, and is at the present time enjoying a
better state of health than previous to the 
operation, inasmuch as her bowels now act
regularly.
Thus, Sir, was a case where hope appear-
ed to be extinct, and which the best authori-
ties and precedents would have justified us
in abandoning, as irremediable by the in-
terference of surgery, brought to a success-
ful and happy termination.
ENGLISH CHOLERA.
ON THE USE OF OPIUM AND THE MUSTARD
CATAPLASM.
By JOSEPH A. SMITH, Esq., Surgeon,
Manchester.
I PRESUME the disease termed English
cholera has offered few varieties in charac-
ter. Its severity may have been instigated
or determined in individual instances chiefly
by the age, sex, and previous habits of the
patient ; beyond this, as far as my observa-
tion has gone, I cannot detect any difference
between the epidemic which has been pre-
valent in this town, and the affection so ele-
gantly described in your pages by Mr.
Garner of Nottingham.
I cannot, however, coincide with the sug-
gestions of that gentleman respecting the
use of prussic acid. It is certainly true of
many forms of epidemic, that after a time
those disordered actions wlich, in their
assemblage, constitute its’history, seem as
it were to have worn themselves out ; the
subsidence of the disease, not unlike (ex-
cepting in definite duration) many of the
exanthemata apparently depending upon
the passing away of a certain train of mor-
bid associations having no disposition to
permanency, and necessarily terminating in
health. With such affections it requires
but little tact to grapple; they may and
will subside under any form of treatment
not positively injurious, nor do I doubt but
that many cases of what is termed ’cholera
have been of this harmless character.
Severer forms are, however, occasionally
met with. Violent vomiting, preceded by
pain and oppression in the epigastrium, in-
tense irritability of the mucous gastric sur.face continued during’several hours, andperhaps as the consequence of this ; spasms
of the gastrocnemii and muscles of the foot,
coldness of the extremities and skin, and an
almost imperceptible pulse, Purging, al-
ternating with sickness, in the eaily stage,
with copious evacuations, subsequently, of
a thin frothy mucus tinged with blood ; in
fact the patient seems, in many instances
(to quote the words of one who has de.
scribed the affection well), to be dying, or
in the last stage of acute abdominal inflam-
mation.
Are these the cases to which so deadly a
sedative and depressant as prussic acid is ap-
plicable ? It appears that, in the case cited
by Mr. Garner, pills of calomel and opium
had been regularly administered during the
day without benefit, the vomiting remaining
unrelieved. Admitting that the sedative
action of the acid was beneficially esta-
blished in this instance, no deduction, no
inference can be made from this case to
others, inasmuch as the case was not one of
well-marked severity. I will not say the
acid was useful, but I am confident that it
is only fitted for the relief of comparatively
trifling cases. That it procduces good may
be true, but that good is effected at an im-
mense expenditure of the living power-
such a sacrifice in fact as cases resembling
those I have witnessed would never bear.
Nor do I attribute Mr. Garner’s success to
the calomel and opium which probably had
been given in minute doses. I think I have
reason to believe that calomel exasperates
the sickness, especially when from one to
three grains are repeatedly given. After
stating to you that I have tried the acid un-
successfully in the case of an elderly female
’ whom I found in a sinking state from
vomiting, cramp, and tenesmus, allow me
to lay oetore your reaaers a moae or prac-
tice which, though it lays no claim to
novelty, has never disappointed me. Finrl-
ing that fluids of the mildest description,
even in the minutest quantities, are reject.
ed, or useless attempts at vomiting are ex-
cited, I direct two, three, or four grains of
powdered opium to be swallowed in form
of pill, enjoining abstinence from liquids
during the succeeding hour. The epigas-
trium is to be well washed with vinegar,
and a large cataplasm of mustard and hot
water instantly applied. I can truly say
that in many instances the poultice has
acted like a charm, the skin is shortly red-
dened and painful, and just as this action is
established the vomiting ceases, the pulse
rises and becomes full, the surface regain-
ing warmth, and the stomach its power of
retaining liquids. Purgatives form the after
treatment, and although there may have
been severe tenesmus and scanty evacua.
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tions, in a few hours the bowels are copi-
ously unloaded, and recovery comparatively
rapid.
I was led to a trial of the mustard, from
the recollection of a case of spasm of the
stomach, in which its beneficial effects were
almost instantly evident. Although it is too
customary to announce as novelties remedies
which have been long known and valued,
perhaps it would be well to seek for more
precision in the application of those simple
agents we possess, than either to adopt as
new the prescriptions of a past age, or the
untried, uncertain, and hazardous formul&aelig;
of the new.
95, London Road, Manchester,
Aug. 1831.
MR. EX-PROFESSOR PATTISON.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. !,
SIR,&mdash;Unless it be your wish that your
Journal should be made a medium for the
circulation of calumny and falsehood, you
will immediately give insertion to the fol-
lowing observations on a statement which
you have published in the 417th Number
of THE LANCET, in relation to my character.
lst. You state that " Mr. Burns enter-
taining an attachment for one of Mr. Pat-
tison’s sisters, Alr. Pattison’s services were
continued until Mr. Burns died." I shall
not condescend to reproach you for the in-
delicacy of thus gratuitously dragging a
lady’s name before the public, but I shall
prove to you that this story of yours is en-
tirely without foundation. Mr. Burns was
a gentleman of the most retired habits, and
was only once, to my recollection, in my
mother’s house, during the long term of our
most intimate, and to me most valuable cou.
nexion. Most sincerely was he my friend,
but I was indebted for his friendship solely
to the estimation which he entertained for
my talents and character. To prove to you
the falsehood of your statement, as it re-
lates to his having an attachment for my
sister, I may further observe that that young
lady was, at the time to which you allude,
a mere child.
2d. The second fact of my private his-
tnry, which you have been pleased to pub-
li.h, has nearly as much truth in it as the
first. You assert that my I "tarnished fame"
having travelled to Philadelphia nearly as
quickly as myself, I " was opposed by Dr.
Chapman and the other professors of the
University." Before my arrival iu the
United States, the professorship of anatomy,
which I had been invited to occupy, was
disposed of by the translation of Dr. Phy-
sick from the chair of surgery. So far from
being opposed by "Dr. Chapman and the
otleer professors," I was most kindly re-
ceived by them, and their best exertions
were employed, with the Trustees of the
University, to induce them to create a new
professorship, that the medical school of
Philadelphia might have the benefit of
my services. It was only after I com-
menced teaching Anatomy and Surgery as a
Private Lecturer, that Dr. Chapman, feelingjealous of my great success, and fearful that
I might raise up a rival school in opposition
to the University, began to betray his hos-
tility towards me.
3d. It was iiioie than eighteen months
after my arrival in America, before I sent,
on account of a gross insult, a challenge to
Dr. Chapman. My duel with General Cad-
wallader did not take place until I had beeu
a resident in the country for four years, and
no man ever fought who had public opi-
nion more strongly expressed in favour of
the justness of his quarrel, than myself on
thA occasion referred to.
4th. As to the divorce, all I shall say
about it is, that it was an infamous case of
collusion and conspiracy. Your readers
may not be aware, that by the law of Scot-
land, the party charged as the paramour is
no party in the action for divorce, and, con-
sequently, he cannot come into court to prove
that the charge of adultery as applied to
him is without foundation. If the husband
and wife, therefore, who apply for a di-
vorce, collude, he may never have seen
either of the parties. Indeed, had he been
absent from the country for twenty years,
and had not returned to it until the divorce
had been obtained for adultery alleged to
have been committed by him, still he would
not be permitted to go into court to prove,
fiom the fact of his absence, that the alle-
gation, as it related to him, was false. The
present Lord Advocate for Scotland is ac-
quainted with the facts of the case, in which
my name was employed; and although I
have had no conversation with his Lordship
for many years on the subject, he wilt, I
have no doubt, corroborate what I have now
stated. Dr. Chapman circulated in the
United States above 8000 copies of the
evidence on which the divorce was granted,
with his observations on it ; but the docu-
ments which I possess, to establish the fact
of the conspiracy and collusion, are so satis-
factory, that my character was in no degree
affected by the publication. I am proud to
say that during my residence in America
I secured the friendship of many of the
most distinguished citizens of that country,
and no gentleman ever lel’t it, who received
stronger and more gratifying testimonials, as
to the estimation in which his character was
held in society, than myself. It is scarcely
necessary after this to state, that the facts of
this divorce were most fully investigated by
